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Provider-patient relationship requirements in NE States 
 

 

 

New Hampshire 

  

"Provider-patient relationship'' means at least a 3-month medical relationship between a 

licensed provider and a patient that includes an in-person exam, a history, a diagnosis, and 

a treatment plan appropriate for the licensee's medical specialty.  
  

 "Written certification'' means documentation of a qualifying medical condition by a provider 

pursuant to rules adopted by the department pursuant to RSA 541-A for the purpose of issuing 

registry identification cards, after having completed a full assessment of the patient's medical 

history and current medical condition made in the course of a provider-patient relationship of at 

least 3 months in duration. The 3-month requirement for the provider-patient relationship 

required in this paragraph shall not apply if the provider issuing the written certification 

certifies that the onset of the patient's qualifying medical condition occurred within the 

past 3 months, and the certifying provider is primarily responsible for the patient's care 

related to his or her qualifying medical condition. The date of issuance and the patient's 

qualifying medical condition, symptoms or side effects, the certifying provider's name, medical 

specialty, and signature shall be specified on the written certification. 

 

 

Massachusetts 

  “Written certification” means a document signed by a licensed physician, stating that in the 

physician's professional opinion, the potential benefits of the medical use of marijuana would 

likely outweigh the health risks for the qualifying patient. Such certification shall be made only 

in the course of a bona fide physician-patient relationship and shall specify the qualifying 

patient's debilitating medical condition(s). 

 (NOTE: In Mass., physicians must be registered with the state in order to recommend cannabis. 

Information on registered providers is publicly available to patients.) 

 

Maine 

No requirement. 
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Rhode Island 

"Written certification" means the qualifying patient's medical records, and a statement signed by 

a practitioner, stating that in the practitioner's professional opinion, the potential benefits of the 

medical use of marijuana would likely outweigh the health risks for the qualifying patient. A 

written certification shall be made only in the course of a bona fide, practitioner-patient 

relationship after the practitioner has completed a full assessment of the qualifying 

patient's medical history. The written certification shall specify the qualifying patient's 

debilitating medical condition or conditions.  

 

Connecticut 

 Physicians may issue written certifications under the following circumstances: 

(1) The physician has diagnosed the qualifying patient as having a debilitating medical 

condition; 

(2) The physician has explained the potential risks and benefits of the palliative use of 

marijuana to the qualifying patient and, if the qualifying patient lacks legal capacity, to a parent, 

guardian or person having legal custody of the qualifying patient; 

(3) The written certification issued by the physician is based upon the physician’s 

professional opinion after having completed a medically reasonable assessment of the 

qualifying patient’s medical history and current medical condition made in the course of a 

bona fide physician-patient relationship; and 

(4) The physician has no financial interest in a dispensary licensed under section 21a-408h or 

a producer licensed under section 21a-408i. 

 

 


